SUMMER SCHOOL

RE-LEARNING PUBLIC SPACE
AN ACTION RESEARCH LAB
IN AMSTERDAM
2 8 TH - 3 0 TH J U N E & 3 RD O F J U LY 2 0 1 8

THROUGH AN
ALTERNATIVE
CITY GUIDE
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REGISTRATION

Please use the registration form on theurbanpublic .com. All par ticipants
need to submit a concise motivation (max. 300 words) before May 18th,
including a shor t bio, preference for and potential contribution to one of
the thematic tours.

SUMMER SCHOOL SUMMARY
The Summer School is connected to an event that turns around the concept
of traditional academic conferences, in the sense that participants will
spend most of their time doing fieldwork and generating new insights,
rather than solely reporting on their ongoing research. The Summer School
will thus have the set-up of an Action Research Lab. To this purpose, we will
first seek the stories behind innovative approaches and appropriations of
public spaces in Amsterdam, identify related dilemmas, and (re)formulate
research questions together with local participants, such as citizens, their
organizations, municipal officials, developers with and without property.
The resulting city guide will enable participants to experience local
everyday practices, and engage in explorations on five thematic routes
that present alternative narratives of the city. The five routes focus on:
The city of mass tourism (1), The circular city - of water, food, energy flows
(2), The ludic city- of play, sports, experimentation(3), Urban densification
and the informal city (4), The city of alternative ecologies (5). Through the
thematic routes, targeted interventions and exercises that have been
designed with local participants will provide opportunities for debate and
reflection. How do these interventions ‘perform the place’ and change
relationships? What can we learn on the themes and their relationships?
The combination of activities will shed light on questions about the
physical-material conditions in which relevant practices came about, and
setting the scene for future explorations and revisions. Here public space is
playground in a broad sense – we learn and reflect by seeking connections
with locally active people and designed objects not just as ‘quick’ passersby, but as observers and participants, and by generating data through
action research. This way, participants in the Summer School will become
acquainted with Participatory Action Research methodologies or similar
learning approaches endorsing ‘Research for Social Impact’.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
after successful completion participants are expected to be able to:
1. Assess the potential and pitfalls of participatory action research
methodologies and question dominant problematizations.
2. Critically gauge the possibilities of applying such methodologies
in a conference set-up.
3. (Re)assess the relationships between their PhD research and
societal questions related to public space.
4. Translate resulting questions into requirements for data
generation and linkages with their own research.
ACTIVITIES
1. Attend the plenary session with keynote by Colin McFarlane:
‘Learning the City’.
2. Conduct f ield work on second day and participate in neighbourhood
activities on any of the f ive thematic routes.
3. Attend the roundtable and research-for-impact sessions on the
third day.
4. Reflect in the workshop of July 3rd (organised in Wageningen)
on the lessons learned and formulate consequences for their own
research projects and local participants in the case areas; discuss
participation in a special issue or contribution to the event blog.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
LECTURERS

Iulian Barba Lata,
Marleen Buizer,
Tamara Burghouts-Metze,
Clemens Driessen,
Marlies Brinkhuijsen,
Martijn Duineveld,
Ceren Sezer (tbc)
Evert Verhagen (tbc)

INDICATION OF HOURS: 2 ECTS

Active participation in the event (all activities,
three days)
One additional day reserved for reflection
and
preparation
of
individual/group
contributions

TARGET GROUP

15-20 participants. PhD candidates and staff
members involved in projects related to
urban public space and its dilemmas, who
are aiming to increase the societal impact of
their research through participatory learning
methodologies.

FEES

Registration for this Summer School is at a
reduced cost:
a. for WASS and WIMEK/SENSE PhDs with
TSP € 100
b. for all other PhD candidates € 200.
However, if you have registered and do not
show up during the fourth Summer School
day (3rd July), you will be charged a no-show
fee of €25.

ASSUMED PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

Some knowledge and experience with action
research
methodologies,
ethnographic
methods and/or aff inity with transdisciplinary
teamwork is desirable.
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Group evaluation (during the summer
school) of the methodology and generated
insights for local participants, and selfevaluation (after the summer school) of
the learning outcomes for the PhD’s own
research projects.
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